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Welcome to Group 0

In Group O we endeavour to give your child the best start to their school life. We strive to
develop confident and happy children who are eager to learn and share their experiences
with others in a safe and stimulating environment. Trained staff provide a curriculum
relevant to young children. It is our aim in Group O that every child develops a lively,
enquiring mind, feels happy, safe and secure and fulfils his or her potential in every aspect
of their progress and growth.

To achieve this we provide a well -resourced, stimulating environment that:

1 protects and nurtures the well -being and health of the child;

T encourages active learners to question, gain in confidence and motivation;

T encourages a sense of belonging and active involvement in the education process for
children and their families;

T ensures that opportunities for learning are fair and each child's contribution and
individuality is valued, irrespective of gender, ethnic background or age;

T recognises, promotes and protects the language and actions of our own and other
cultures;

1 recognises that children learn through exploration;

values and promotes play as a meaningful learning process;

1 provides a broad, balanced curriculum that meets the needs of each child, reflecting
the areas of learning set out in national guidelines for 3 - 4 year olds;
1 provides opportunities for children to take on responsibilities, and to share in decisions

that affect them;

1 recognises that the building of knowledge and skills should be planned and appropriate
to each child's needs.

Early childhood is a cruci al stage of | ife in teran of
emotional and social development and their well being. Up to the age of six, growth is rapid
and a large proportion of their learning takes place during these years. It is important how
and what a child learns at this stage. This is taken into consideration when planning
activities throughout the day. The children are constantly experiencing different challenges
and building upon their existing skills. We offer a wealth of activities and experiences based
on the British National Curriculum Foundation Stage*.

Group 0 is an integral part of our school and pupils have the opportunity to be involved in
activities within the wider school.

*Further information can be found at:

http://www.reading.gov.uk/Documents/education/Foundation%20Stage%?20Leaflet%20 -%
20Parents%20Guide.pdf
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Finding out more

Visit

Parents considering sending their child to Group 0
are invited to visit the school with or without their
child. Please contact the office to make an
appointment.

Registration

After a guided tour of the school, parents are
invited to complete a registration form.

Admissions and Criteria

Applications can be made at any time of the year for admission to Group 0 and application
forms are available from the school office or can be downloaded from the school website.
Parents wishing to visit Group 0 and the main school are invited to make an appointment.

The children are admitted into Group O throughout the year if places are available. Children
must have had their third birthday before they can attend Group O.

Applications are placed on a waiting list and parents are informed as soon as possible if
places are available. Planning for the next academic year takes place in April. Applicants for
the beginning of the new academic year will be informed in April if they have been
successful in securing a place. Where places are unavailable the child remains on the waiting
list and is then automatically transferred to the waiting list for Group 1 for the following
year. Children applying with siblings already in school are given priority over outside
applications.

A letter will be sent to you a term and a half before your child is due to start, with details of
which days are available for attendance. We try to offer you the sessions you request, but
this may not always be possible. Children are to attend for a minimum of 3 sessions each
week. If you accept the place, you will receive letters confirming a starting date and a
settling in programme.

There are places for 16 children in each session and the minimum time a child can attend is
3 mornings. Children must be fully toilet trained before admission to Group 0. The staff are
fully understanding of the odd accident which may occur.

Before your child begins, you are invited to Group O for a one hour session, so that the staff
can meet you and your child and we can all begin to get to know each other. During this visit
we can discuss the Group routine and answer any questions you may have. When your child
starts Group 0 you will find that only a few children will begin on the same day. By admitting
the children a few at a time we find that the children are able to settle more quickly and
easily into the routine, making the transition from home to school as smooth as possible for
both children and parents.




